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Natural Resources Conservation Plan

“A concerted community effort to protect the natural
resource base in Jasper County for generations to come....”




Jasper County, South Carolinal
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Locally Led Conservation

It starts with our community leaders — Jasper
SWCD

Critical element - community stakeholders

It Is based on the principle that community
stakeholders are best suited to deal with local
resource problems

Its primary focus should be to identify natural
resource concerns, along with related
economic and social concerns




Our Goal

e Government, NGO’s, and Private Sector
— All work together!

 Develop a conservation plan that will serve as
a platform for making decisions about local
priorities and policies for conservation
strategies at the local level

e Conserve not just land, but the Economy and
Quality of Life




Our Game Plan

. Assess the natural resources and
conservation needs

. Set community conservation goals
. Develop an action plan
. Implement the plan

. Measure success




PARTNERSHIPS
The Key To Success

Jasper Soil and Water Conservation  SC Department of Health and
District Environmental Control

USDA-Natural Resources Conservation Ocean of Coastal and Resources
Service Management

SC Department of Natural Resources Jasper County

SC Sea Grant Consortium Town of Ridgeland
USDA- Farm Service Agency City of Hardeeville
American Farmland Trust NOAA — CSC
USFWS — Refuges and Ecological Town of Bluffton

Services Divisions Beaufort County Planning Department

Clemson University Cooperative Beaufort County Open Land Trust
Extension Service AgSouth

The Nature Conservancy AAC Building Service

U.S. Army Corps of Engineers SC Conservation League

SC Forestry Commlsglon Lowcountry Council of Governments
Good Hope Corporation TPL

Turkey Hill Plantation
Okeetee Club

Spring Hill Plantation
Nada Williams Realty
Copper Station
Private Landowners

Fife Plantation

Kinghorn Insurance Companies
Lowcountry Institute
Mead-Westvaco




The Focus Group

e A Collaborative Effort To Gather Information

« THE WRITING TEAM
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Savannah National Wildlife Refuge

28% of all the ducks surveyed in South Carolina
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Urban Growth Management

Urban Growth Boundaries
Natural Resources Review Team
Transfer of Development Rights
Purchase of Development Rights
Conservation Easements

Impact Fees — Priority Based

County Conservation Bank




STRATEGIES

Agricultural Districts — Protecting rights to farm and
actively manage land

Prescribed Fire Ordinance and Firewise Communities
More Incentives for Conservation Easements

Natural Resources Review Team — Minimize loss of

critical lands and ensures quality management of
urban landscapes

Focus Urban Development around Current
Municipalities
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 Low Impact
Development
Techniques

e New RIver as a State

Scenic River N\
Teen, N\ / . _
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and into the top of the Floridan aquifer.

Area of naturally occurring saltwater in
the upper Floridan aquifer.




Primary
Protection Areas
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Economics and Natural Resources

 Expand and diversify wildland recreation
opportunities

e Partner for Tourism

 Update Economics Study










Jasper County Conservation Plan
A Summary

ldentify the natural, cultural and historical
resources of Jasper County

Actively manage urban growth by utilizing
“quality growth tools”

Protect our traditional and critical land
management tools

dentify critical areas that need permanent
protection

Develop an environmental education action plan




“If you are protecting what is inevitably qn Island in the midst
of degradation, you’ve lost.” —Bruce Babbitt




www.blueheronnature.com
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